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PRODUCT Spotlight
Southern Cypress

Cypress has commercial
buildings
covered
D

EMAND FOR CYPRESSs remains stable, even as the lumber industry as a whole continues to struggle. Part of
this demand can be credited to the increased use of cypress
siding in institutional and commercial projects.
“Building professionals are looking for resource- and
energy-efficient materials,” says Ernie Pyle, Ontario
Hardwoods, Keysville, Va., and president-elect of the
Southern Cypress Manufacturers Association. “However,
they also are looking for locally sourced and competitively
priced materials, and cypress addresses all their needs.”
On the outskirts of Dallas, horizontal tongue-and-groove
cypress was used to clad part of the 22,000-sq. ft. Trinity
River Audubon Center. Brown Reynolds Watford
Architects’ Gary DeVries said, “Cypress was selected for
its beautiful appearance as well as its natural rot resistance
and longevity.” Because the cypress was sourced from
within 500 miles, it contributed points to the project’s
LEED Silver certification.
“Design professionals who are looking for a natural
alternative to cedar and redwood, with superior qualities at
a competitive price, are turning to cypress,” Pyle explains.
“Cypress products add warmth and beauty to any project,
and their popularity is spreading across the country.
The durability of cypress was a requirement for Jackson
Hole Airport in Jackson, Wy. Situated between the Teton
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CYPRESS SIDING in T&G format clad part of a new 22,000-sq. ft. nature
center near Dallas, Tx.
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mountain range to the east and the Gros Ventre range to the
west, the facility required exterior siding materials that
were durable enough for Wyoming’s drastic winter weather—dry and often reaching minus 30°—while adding beauty and aesthetic warmth to the project.
The design team wanted to utilize wood’s natural attributes on the building’s exterior and interior. “We originally
specified Douglas fir, but we substituted it with cypress,
which is considered more rot-resistant,” explains Brent
Mather, design director and senior associate of Gensler’s
Denver office. “The extreme weather exposure of the exterior was the major driver behind the change.”
The project was Mather’s first experience working with
cypress, but it left a positive impression. “It stacks up to
other wood for value, price, and quality,” he notes. “It
looks great, and the owner and the design team are very
pleased.”
Chuck Harris, Wholesale Wood Products, Dothan, Al.,
says he has seen a number of inquiries for cypress come
across his desk in the last 60 days. “We recently received
an order for cypress to be used on a new school,” Harris
adds. “A large portion of the exterior is select grade cypress
siding, and they are using cypress timbers as well. I met
with the architects on this job to help them with the specs
and learned they had two more commercial jobs they wanted to use cypress on.”
Nancy Tuck, Gates Custom Milling, Gatesville, N.C.,
says she is supplying select grade cypress in a special profile to clad a 50,000-sq. ft. facility for the University of
North Carolina Coastal Studies Institute on Roanoke Island.
“Cypress is capitalizing on the lack of cedar logs and lumber available in the marketplace,” she says. “Cypress is
becoming a much bigger piece of what we do.”
– To learn more about building with cypress, visit SCMA’s
website at www.cypressinfo.org and download its updated
brochure, “Cypress Siding Installation Guidelines.”
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